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In this issue of Social Justice, we  delve into why 
it is important for corporate SA to get involved. 
Investing in social justice directly impacts 

business sustainability. We highlight how businesses 
are engaging meaningfully with challenges theirs 
consumers, workers and the communities in which 
they operate face, so they become part of the 
impact social justice has on future markets.  We 
also explore the promotion and fight for social 
justice by the ordinary individual and organisations 
who focus is on ending our social ills and creating 
an environment where every citizen has dignity 
and a decent life.
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“overcoming poverty is not a gesture of charity. It is 
an act of justice. It is the protection of a fundamental 

human right, the right to dignity and a decent life.”  
- Nelson Mandela
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YO U T H 

unemployment rate of above 70 per cent; it is 
debilitating and leaves thousands in a paralysed 
mind frame,” says Shingange.    

“In short, no amount of public rhetoric from 
politicians will sway the mood of the country  
any differently, what is left now is to implement  
less talk, more action,” he says.

ENTREPRENEURS NEEDED
Despite his understandable fury at the system, 
Shingange has some positive words. 

“South Africans should be equally looking 
to find alternative ways of surviving by tapping 
into entrepreneurial opportunities around them 
while simultaneously creating small-scale 
employment for others. 

“While this may sound idealistic, given the 
right support and funding, which is available, 
such examples can go a long way in addressing 
issues of poverty and unemployment.”

Sharing the same sentiment, Mashile says:  
“As vague as this solution is, we need to begin 
creating our own employment through starting 
businesses with a vision to circulate income 
received among ourselves. 

“We need to move away from training  
young people to be employees only and to  
consider going the entrepreneurial route. We  
need to teach them diverse ways to make their  
own money. 

“Practical skills such as farming, artisanship,  
and any technology-related skill is crucial for  

the future.” 
Shingange concurs: “In 

everything we do, we  
must all strive to live a life 
that can be remembered 
as helpful to humanity. 
From sharing skills, 
information, resources and 
opportunities, there are 
enough slices of cake for 
everyone if done right.”  
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oung people are the future of  
this country, and a nation that does  
not invest in the youth does not 
deserve its future. A thought-provoking 
opinion from Thabo Shingange, a 

former student representative council (SRC)  
president and Mandela-Rhodes scholar at  
the University of Pretoria. He currently serves  
as the national spokesperson of the South  
African Union of Students (SAUS) and is  
a member of the #COVID19 ministerial  
task team appointed by the minister of  
higher education. 

TOO MUCH TALK, TOO LITTLE ACTION
Asked what is needed to influence public 
discourse around poverty alleviation, Shingange 
says: “South Africa is a country that likes to 
talk about everything. We’ve had enough talks 
about poverty and youth unemployment.

“We’ve held workshops, symposiums, 
colloquiums, imbizos, academic papers,  
policy propositions, and SONA debates 
–  there’s enough literature, debate and 
knowledge on what the challenges are, and 
workable solutions that, for the most part,  
fall on deaf ears.”

Despite all these efforts, he says that at 
the centre of resolving these challenges is 
the absence of political will to resolve these 
systemic problems against the backdrop of 
rampant corruption, which steals away from 
developing the country further.

Student activist and SRC president at the 
University of Pretoria Thuto Mashile, says:  
“We have to encourage each other to listen  
to the solutions we present through consultative 
events, which are headed by young people. 

“We need to convene youth from all walks 
of life, unite in coming with solutions to our 
problems right now because we are here  
and will be present in the near future,”  
she says. 

Shingange says there needs to be a clear  
plan to drive economic growth and get rid  
of corruption. 

“Corruption (both public and private  
sector) is the one vile element of our society 
that steals away from the young people who 
are the future of this country.”  

He cites Unite 4 Mzansi, an initiative led  
by the South African Institute of Chartered 
Accountants and business leaders, which 
reported that South Africa lost R1.5-trillion in  
the last five years to corruption. 

“This alone is telling of the many unresolved 
challenges that we’re facing as a country, 
including student debt, poverty, and 
unemployment,” says Shingange.

Mashile adds: “Our youth are frustrated, 
disappointed and desperate. Many people 
are qualified yet find themselves without 
employment, which defeats the purpose of 
education and acquiring qualifications.

“We need to take note that there’s a  
major skills gap in the country – this is evident in 
the townships where many lack 
the necessary skills to thrive. 

“Through my position as SRC 
president, we are fighting poverty 
at a basic level and are dedicated 
to assisting vulnerable students 
with academic, financial and 
health-related difficulties,”  
she says.

“Nothing is inspiring 
about a country with a youth 

Young people are hungry now, and as the African proverb says: “If a child is hungry today 
it is pointless in promising food for tomorrow.” By Itumeleng mogakI

ARE WE FAILING OUR YOUTH? 

“Young people are the future of 
this country, and a nation that 
does not invest in the youth 
does not deserve its future.”  
–  Thabo Shingange

did you know?  
the South african Human Rights Commission launched a Child Friendly  
Complaints Handling Procedure, a child-friendly space where children 
can lodge complaints and learn about their constitutional rights and 
responsibilities.

to lodge a complaint, children should contact 011 877 3600, email  
complaints@sahrc.org.za, or visit any of the nine provincial offices of  
the commission.

Thabo Shingange

Thuto Mashile 
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Human Rights activist Kumi Naidoo 
believes creative participation 
is the best way to drive vital 

environmental change to secure the 
future of humanity.  

By Trevor CrighTon
T

he struggle to address human 
rights, socioeconomic, climate and 
environmental justice should, can and 
must be seen as two sides of the  
same coin. A sentiment voiced by  

Kumi Naidoo, founding chair at Africans Rising 
for Justice, Peace and Dignity and former 
secretary general of Amnesty International and 
executive director of Greenpeace International. 
“For me, one of the historical failings of the 
environmental movement was not ensuring 
that there was a human-centric approach to 
environmental activism.”

Activism is essentially an expression by 
people saying they refuse to accept that the 
status of the world or their own circumstances 
are the best that humanity can offer. “It’s an 
act of refusal to accept that they have to settle 
for the level of injustice and inefficiency they 
experience every day,” says Naidoo. “It’s also a 
declaration of love for humanity, sustainability 
and wanting to improve the world we live in, 
which can be expressed on many levels.” He 
says that on a macro level, activism is activity 
that changes governance, like the overthrow 
of apartheid or the democratisation of the 
World Bank. On a mid level, it involves trying to 
influence policy, like one that would encourage 
people to treat water as a precious resource or 
to use energy-efficient light bulbs. On a micro 
level, it involves the provision of direct services 
to people in need.

CLIMATE ADAPTATION REQUIRES 
PEOPLE TO PULL TOGETHER

our wealth, our creative participation and our 
consumption. “Individual citizens can make 
a difference by the choices they make – but 
those things don’t affect the systemic changes 
we need. They’re symbolic contributions – it’s 
important to know that recycling is a good place 
to start, but it’s not the place to end,” he says. 
“We must certainly celebrate people acting in 
more environmentally conscious ways, but also 
build movements from there that deliver action 
that can result in actual systemic change.”

In building movements, Naidoo says there 
are a plethora of different avenues down which 
people can direct their energy – and that 
joining conventional organisations fighting for 
rights in the environmental space is not always 
the most effective method. “Beyond the big 
organisations, we need to make sure that sports 
organisations, youth organisations, women, 
faith-based and religious organisations are all 
taking this on as a challenge,” he says. “The 
scale of the task, which is to prevent irreversible, 
catastrophic, runaway climate change that has 
us on the road to extinction, requires us  
to make many big changes in how the world 
is run. And, to change everything, you need 
everyone involved.”

It’s this creative participation – driving a 
movement to make changes that will affect 
climate policy by making it simpler for people 
to understand and get involved – that Naidoo 
says is the biggest challenge. “The climate 
change struggle is not about saving the planet 
– the planet doesn’t need saving. It’s political 
will that needs to change if we’re to arrest the 
suicidal trajectory we’re currently on, where we 
fail to recognise that nature doesn’t negotiate. 
If we don’t do that, we’ll be gone – the planet 
will still be here, the forests will grow back, and 
the oceans will recover. Any parent who hasn’t 
taken the time to read the basics on climate 
change is neglecting the future of their children.”
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 “One of the historical failings of  
the environmental movement was  
not ensuring that there was 
a human-centric approach to 
environmental activism.” –  Kumi Naidoo

NOT SERVING THE PEOPLE
Naidoo’s opinion that current human rights 
systems are not delivering the level of rights 
people should be receiving is easy to agree 
with, in the face of continuing global levels of 
poverty and inequality. “Look at the Vrede Dairy 
Project corruption – the money stolen there 
could have electrified every village in the Free 
State through mini solar grids and taken all of 
those people out of energy poverty,” he says. 

“That’s a denial of rights on a constitutional 
level. The fact that government hasn’t got its act 
together is a reflection of a lack of vision and an 
over-reliance on massive infrastructure projects 
that are ripe for corruption and never end up 
serving the poorest of the poor.”

TAKE BACK THE POWER
Naidoo believes that our pathways to climate 
justice are made clearer when we understand 
that we have power in realising our influence 
in four spheres: harnessing our autonomy, 

fast fact  
The intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change warns that to avoid 
catastrophic global warming we must not reach 1.5°C above pre-industrial 
levels – or at very minimum, not exceed that. We are currently at 1.1°C.
Source: https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/climate-change/

Kumi Naidoo
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HUNGER: 
Organisation: Ladles of Love 
Access to food is a basic human right afforded 
every South African in terms of our Constitution. 
“Every person on this planet has the right to access 
food – it is a basic human right,” says Danny 
Diliberto, founder and CEO of Ladles of Love. 

“In South Africa, millions of people live below 
the poverty line with little or no access to food. In 
my opinion, this is a result of apartheid, corruption 
and continued bad governance, all of which is 
exacerbated by a poor economy, drug and alcohol 
abuse, family and gender-based violence, and a 

host of other socioeconomic factors. We are committed to getting healthy 
food to as many hungry people as possible.”

Ladles of Love’s beneficiaries include the homeless community in and 
around the Cape Town CBD, Early Childhood Development centres and 
soup kitchens in communities in need. “We do this by providing weekly bulk 
supplies to 126 beneficiary organisations around the Cape Peninsula to 
whom we distribute an average of 30 tonnes of food supplies weekly,” says 
Diliberto. “On World Food Day, 16 October 2021, Ladles of Love launched 
its sustainability programme – Feed The Soil, which aims to develop urban 
farming in South Africa by helping farmers grow better produce. The idea 
is simple: each of us can create healthy compost from our organic waste. 

THE ISSUES THAT  
STILL PLAGUE US

Caryn Gootkin looks at some of South Africa’s 
most pressing human rights issues and speaks to the 
people and organisations working to ensure these 
rights are enjoyed by all

“Literacy means opportunity. Kids who learn to read 
well achieve in school and are able to absorb new 
knowledge and skills in all subjects.” –  Katie Huston

Danny Diliberto

Katie Huston

LITERACY
Organisation: Nal’ibali
The right to basic education is enshrined 
in our Constitution – and literacy is the 
cornerstone of basic education. “Quite 
simply, if someone cannot read, they cannot 
thrive and will face a lifetime of closed doors,” 
says Katie Huston, acting director of Nal’ibali, 
a national reading-for-enjoyment campaign to 
spark children’s potential through storytelling 
and reading. 

“Literacy means opportunity. Kids who 
learn to read well achieve in school and are 

thousands of books. “We increase access 
to free reading materials in all 11 South 
African languages, have a free online library 
with more than 1 500 stories, and air stories 
on SABC radio stations in all 11 official 
languages,” says Huston. “Nal’ibali also trains 
parents, teachers, and unemployed young 
people to read aloud, tell stories to children, 
and run community reading clubs where 
children can go to hear stories, read books 
and do fun, exciting activities to develop their 
literacy skills.”  

able to absorb new knowledge and skills in 
all subjects. They’re more likely to go on to 
higher education, can confidently seek jobs, 
and are much more likely to be employed.”

Nal’ibali’s guiding principle is that reading 
can and should be a source of pleasure, 
relaxation and enjoyment that anyone should 
be able to enjoy – it should not be limited to 
the wealthy and highly educated. 

“The apartheid-era education system was 
designed to systematically disenfranchise 
black South Africans by denying them a basic 
education,” says Huston. “Nal’ibali builds 
reading habits in homes and communities. 
Children who are read to and hear stories 
regularly from a young age, in languages they 
speak and understand, develop the cognitive 
and socioemotional skills that set them up for 
success in school and beyond.”

Since 2012, Nal’ibali has distributed more 
than 116 million bilingual stories and tens of 

“Every person on this planet has the right to access food 
– it is a basic human right.” – Danny Diliberto

Ladles of Love feeds communities in need.

BeCome a 
volunteer

“Using our Feed The Soil Organic Waste Tool 
Kit you can pay your healthy compost forward 
by bringing it to one of our drop-off stations, 
and then buy the fresh produce (on sale at the 
drop-off station) grown from it, forming part of a 
sustainable circular ecosystem.”

Literacy is vital for future success. 

Get involved
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